Everyday Heroes/Gwendolyan Dasher
[bookmark: _GoBack]Directions:  Mark your answers on the bubble sheet.

1. Who is Gwendolyan Dasher?
a. a daughter
b. a sister
c. a parent
d. a wife
e. All of the above

2. How many total children were living together in the apartment?
a. Three
b. Four
c. Five
d. Six
e. None of the above

3. Why was there a police officer at the apartment?
a. He was there to arrest Gwendolyan’s mother
b. He was there with two women
c. He was there to take the children into state custody for neglect
d. He was there to bring the children back to the apartment
e. All of the above

4. What is the central idea or theme of Gwendolyan’s story?
a. Having a nervous breakdown is a serious mental illness.
b. Having a mentally ill mother and mean foster parents, Gwendolyan had a hard childhood, and she never recovers from this.
c. Having an easy childhood, was not something Gwendolyan experienced, and because of this she is unable to be a caring mother, wife, daughter, and sister.
d. Having a hard childhood, and not having supportive adults in her life, Gwendolyan is able to show she can live a normal life by being a caring mother, wife, daughter, and sister.

5. We can conclude from the passage below that a brassiere is 
a. a bookshelf
b. a bra
c. a small refrigerator
d. a worker from the electric company

Passage:  Eventually her mind was so damaged that when she received her welfare check (our large family’s only means of survival), she would cash the check and stick the money in her brassiere.  There it would stay as the bills went unpaid and the refrigerator remained empty.  Sometimes I would try to take the money from her bra as she slept so I could go buy food.  Many times the man from the electric company came to turn off our lights.  Many times I felt the embarrassment of having to pick up free food boxes or donated back-to-school clothes.

6. What does the following passage hint at?
a. Gwendolyan really does not have anything in common with her siblings.
b. Gwendolyan never gets to visit her siblings at their homes.
c. Gwendolyan believes that strong family ties are important, regardless of what happened in the past.
d. Gwendolyan believes that strong family ties are important, but there is no way for the family to build a relationship together.

Passage:  Although my siblings and I haven’t had the close ties we would if we had grown up together, I think that is slowly changing.  Now, as adults, we are building our relationships.  I’m the “rounder-upper”—I get everyone together for family get-togethers.  For instance, we all took our mother to a restaurant for Mother’s Day recently.


Skills Section

Directions:  Read the passage to find the main idea.  Mark your answers on the bubble sheet.

7.  What is the main idea of the passage below?
a.   What a stunt contest is like
b. How motorcycles are raced
c. How Hollywood gets money
d. When dirt track racing began
 
Passage:  Every year in Hollywood there is a contest for people who perform stunts.  The contest has three main events.  In the horse event, the stunt people must make their horses fall.  Then they jump on other horses and race down a long trail.  In the motorcycle event, people race eight laps around a dirt track.  In the last event, they race around the dirt track in cars.



8.  What is the main idea of the passage below?
a.  How many FBI agents are hired
b.  When Alaska Davidson was hired
c.  When the FBI was started
d.  How many FBI agents are women
 
Passage:  The FBI doesn’t have many agents who are women.  When the Bureau started in 1908, all the agents were men.  After 14 years the Bureau hired its first woman.  Her name was Alaska Davidson.  Today there are more than 1,800 women agents in the FBI, but there are about 9,800 men.

Turn the page to continue the test.

9.  What is the main idea of the passage below?
a.  Women lighthouse keepers
b.  Why Ida Lewis was a famous lighthouse keeper
c.  When Ida Lewis’s father got sick
d.  How Ida Lewis rowed her boat

Passage:  Many lighthouse keepers are women.  Ida Lewis became a famous lighthouse keeper.  She was only 15 when she took over for her sick father in 1857.  Ida loved her job.  Her light kept ships safe as they passed.  She watched over the harbor to keep people safe, too.  Ida rowed her boat into many storms to rescue people.



10.  What is the main idea of the passage below?
a.  How people stay healthy
b.  How sleep is necessary
c.  Why dreams are important
d.  When people remember their dreams

Passage:  You dream each night, even though you may not remember your dreams.  While you dream, your eyes move and your heart beats faster.  Even your brain-wave pattern changes.  Some scientists think that dreaming is important for the sake of health.  They claim that without dreams, people would go crazy.
